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Delhi for his Coronation234.  1 am told that the western
Bengal Hindus now feel that they would have been better
off under the partition as effected by Lord Curzon. Their
complaint is that as matters are now, Muslims are in a
majority both in Bengal proper and in Assam. Under Lord
Curzon's scheme at least in one of the provinces formed by
him, namely Western Bengal, Hindus would have been in a
majority and only the Hindu Bengalis in the portions of
Bengal taken off from West Bengal and attached to the then
newly formed province of East Bengal (including Assam)
would have been the "sufferers" with a majority of Muslims
in the population. Now, according to them, all Hindu
Bengalis suffer because they are in a minority both in Bengal
and in Assam. I have no desire to discuss the communal
problem235 here. I have my own opinions on that.

In any case, Hindu Bengal was very angry, and a
terrific agitation was raised at the time which continued
almost unabated till the partition was annulled. Sir Surendra
Nath BanerJee23t), the great orator of Bengal, one of the
foremost leaders of public opinion of the day, was in
the vanguard of this anti-partition movement. I remember
his perfervid eloquence when speaking on the resolution
against the partition at the Benares Congress in December
1905. The Bengali students of the Central Hindu College
that day (October 16, 1905) came barefoot to the College
as a mark of mourning237. Mrs. Besant had come to know
that there was going to be a demonstration of this sort. She
had her own ideas of discipline and she was a very strong-
minded person. She was always determined to see a thing
through after she had made up her mind. There were
6